FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

bath, church and cinema. These permanent stations and others
such as Hullavington, South Cerney, etc., which opened shortly
before or just after the war started, were a credit to the Air
Ministry Works and Buildings Department and particularly to
the Director, Colonel Turner. No service could wish for more
comfortable accommodation for both officers and men.

In the middle of October Air Chief Marshal Sir Robert
Brooke-Popham came to stay at my headquarters. He had been
permitted to resign the governorship of Kenya and had returned
to his old service. He was about to leave for Canada to confer with
the Canadian authorities on the new. Empire Air Training
Scheme. Those who were responsible for proposing this organiza-
tion which materialized so satisfactorily, and I believe that
S. M. Bruce, Kingsley Wood, Balfour and Portal were involved,
deserve all praise, not to mention the Canadian Government who
so efficiently implemented it. Three years later I was to visit
Canada and see the result, so it will suffice at this stage to say that
the main idea was to shift the flying training away from air-
congested Britain to Canada, where scope and facilities would be
ideal for the purpose. Brooke-Popham came to gain first-hand
information on the S.F.T.S. and what would be entailed in
establishing them in Canada. My S.A.S.O. (Senior Air Staff
Officer), Air Commodore McKean, was soon to leave the com-
mand in connection with this new enterprise.

The Central Flying School which for some years had been at
Wittering was now back at Upavon, its original home, and on the
occasion of a visit there in September I found, in addition to our
own flying instructors under training, the usual collection of
foreigners doing the instructors5 course!, Amongst them a Belgian,
who did not seem at all pertwbed at the idea that, a fortnight
before, a Belgian fighter had shot down a Whitley bomber which
had wandered over Belgian territory. We are certainly a broad-
minded nation in such matters. Upavon, so large and spacious
for the aircraft of 1912, was proving all too small for some of the
new types with long take-off runs.

In November a visit to Boscombe Down, now the home of all
experimental aircraft, gave me the opportunity to see the various
aew types and amongst them the Beaufighter, with four so-mm.
cannons firing forward. Thefour-engined bombers such as Halifax,
Stirling and Lancaster had not yet made their appearance and
of the night bombers the Wellington was the latest. I looked in vain
for a modern British transport plane, but the latest was the
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